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The House met at 10:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WELCH of Vermont).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 1, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PETER
WELCH to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. COBLE) for 5
minutes.

——————

PAUL WOLFOWITZ

Mr. COBLE. I thank the Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, in this town when a
Democrat screws up, Democrats are re-
luctant to criticize. By the same token,
when a Republican screws up, Repub-
licans are reluctant to criticize. Today,
Mr. Speaker, I intend to depart from
this accepted practice and direct atten-
tion—if not criticism—to the World
Bank matter.

Mr. Paul Wolfowitz was one of the ar-
chitects of the war in Iraq. He was gen-
erally awarded low marks for his Iraqi

performance. Then he was subse-
quently elevated to the presidency of
the World Bank. Allegations of mis-
management of the World Bank under
Mr. Wolfowitz’s leadership have re-
cently been prominently reported.

The Congress may or may not be-
come involved, and the two House com-
mittees on which I sit—Transportation
and Judiciary—likely will not become
involved, mnor am I accusing Mr.
Wolfowitz of wrongdoing. That is for
the appropriate World Bank panel to
resolve.

Mr. Speaker, if it is determined in
fact that mismanagement did occur on
President Wolfowitz’s watch, I suppose
two options would follow: his resigna-
tion or his retention. If the latter, the
appropriate World Bank panel may
consider attaching a shorter, tighter
leash to Mr. Wolfowitz because the
present leash—if there is a leash at
all—appears to be inadequate. But
based upon my limited familiarity with
facts surrounding the World Bank mat-
ter, I opt for the retention of Mr.
Wolfowitz in lieu of his resignation.

His questionable and misguided lead-
ership regarding the Iraqi War, plus the
allegations of mismanagement at the
World Bank under his watch notwith-
standing, Paul Wolfowitz has made sig-
nificant contributions during his years
of public service and probably deserves
another chance with the aforemen-
tioned leash permanently attached.

Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, if Members
of the Congress openly criticize mem-
bers of our own party—especially mem-
bers of our own party—when criticism
is warranted, I believe our constituents
will applaud such objectivity. And I
furthermore believe, Mr. Speaker, that
fewer accusations of screw-ups, mis-
chief, mismanagement and scandal will
be voiced and hopefully fewer acts of
screw-ups, mischief, mismanagement
and scandals will be practiced.

Mr. Speaker, on that optimistic note,
I conclude and yield back the balance
of my time.

IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Oregon
(Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, President Bush
and Vice President CHENEY have made
much on the talk shows of the last 2
weeks saying the Congress—the Demo-
crats—are trying change direction in
Iraq and should listen to the military
professionals. Now, if only this admin-
istration had taken its own advice. If
they had listened to the military pro-
fessionals and the intelligence profes-
sionals, we would never have gone to
war in Iraq. The trail of this adminis-
tration to the sad fourth anniversary
of Mission Accomplished is littered
with professional, military and intel-
ligence advice that was either ignored,
discarded or deliberately distorted.

There were no links to 9/11 and al
Qaeda. That was recently declassified
in a report on April 6 of this year.

There were no weapons of mass de-
struction, despite statements from the
likes of Vice President CHENEY. ‘“We
believe Saddam has in fact reconsti-
tuted nuclear weapons.” 3/16/2003.

The war has drug on for 4 long years
since the President—dressed as a fake
fighter jock—landed on the deck of an
aircraft carrier and declared Mission
Accomplished. Since that day, more
than two U.S. soldiers have died every
day for 1,460 days. Three thousand
three hundred forty-two have died,
3,205 since George Bush proclaimed
mission accomplished.

Now, they have been so wrong all
along with their inside advice, their
made-up intelligence, their own neocon
theories. They were wrong about,
again, “We will, in fact, be greeted as
liberators. I think it will go relatively
quickly, weeks rather than months.”
Vice President CHENEY. 3/16/2003.

“We’re dealing with a country that
can finance its own reconstruction and
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